Supplementary Information

Agronomic Parameters Measurement

The numbers of leaves, tillers and panicles were determined by counting the number that developed each week. Panicle length was determined by measuring the selected rice stand, starting from the base of the top most leaf to the tip of the panicle, by means of a measuring tape. The plant height was determined by measuring the same selected rice stand, starting from the base of the plant to the apex of the youngest leaf, by means of a measuring tape, recorded in centimeter (cm). The stem girth was obtained by using a digital vernier caliper, recorded in millimeter (mm) and was later converted to centimeter (cm). Before each measurement, the vernier caliper is always reset to zero to avoid digital error. Measurement of the Leaf Area was first determined manually by measuring the maximum leaf length and width, by means of a measuring tape, recorded in centimeter (cm). Thereafter, the leaf length and width were multiplied and adjusted by a correction factor of 0.91 as suggested by Aconites et al., (2014).






